Lesson 4 — Where is Coffee Grown?
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Main countries where coffee is grown

1. Look at the world map & answer as many questions as you can.
Hard: Which country grew the most in 2004?
Harder: Between which lines of latitude is most coffee grown?

Hardest: Can you name any countries which grow coffee?

Crops are primary products, these are products which have been taken from the Earth and not
changed. Secondary products or manufactured goods, such as a t-shirt have been changed.

Lots of foods we eat and drink are grown in another country. This includes bananas, coffee, tea and
oranges. This is partly because these crops cannot be grown in the UK climate. Therefore, growing
these kinds of crops is a good example of globalisation. Most coffee is grown between the Tropics of
Cancer and Capricorn. The country which produced the most coffee in 2004 was Brazil at 31.5%.
Other countries which produce a large amount of coffee are Vietnam and Colombia.

Growing crops like coffee has both benefits and challenges.

Much like the people who manufacture goods in sweatshops, these farmers get an income,
however, they often don’t get paid a fair price and therefore, often struggle to survive.

Many farmers across the
world are poor and
suffer from
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2. Take alook at this short video clip, only watch from 6:40 to 10:30. (click on the picture for
the link) and write down 2 facts about coffee growing and picking. Does the clip show coffee
picking as a benefit or a negative?
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Read the news report below:

The true cost of coffee

January is the "mero mero” or height, of coffee season in Honduras, a country in Central America.
Honduras has a large percentage of coffee farmers and workers, who live and work in extremely poor
conditions for little pay. It was a bad year for a lot of people. Coffee farmers have a job, which pays them,
but when coffee prices are low, farmers received a poor price for their coffee beans. This is because the
buyers who work for companies, such as Kenco and Nestle have all the power and can pay what they want.

Picture showing the living conditions of some farmers The harvest this year was about half as big as
A T s | last year. The cold weather made it hard to find

enough willing workers, and the coffee berries
began to fall off the trees, threatening the
health of the trees for next year's harvest.
This is despite the fact that new roads have
been built to transport the coffee. Villages also
use these roads. People who manage the farms
work from before sunrise up until 9 or 10 at
night driving workers, washing, drying, bagging,
and selling the coffee. The people who stay
home cook all day for many people.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03sr67n

The process of harvesting coffee leads to the pollution of streams and rivers as pesticides (something
used fo control insects) and fertilisers, used to grow coffee wash into the rivers during rainfall. Most
farms do not have proper toilets, so rivers are also polluted with sewage. In these tropical areas many
trees are deforested so farmland can be created to grow coffee. This damages habitat and reduces

biodiversity.

Another problem comes from the
thousands of workers. The living conditions
consist of several families, plus other
individuals, living on the farms in poorly
built houses, sleeping on the ground,
cooking where they can and going to the
bathroom where there are no bathrooms.
Some farms have latrines (a type of toilet),
but a lot of them don't, and even if the
farms do, coffee cutters don't have
latrines in their homes, and so they aren't
used to the latrines and don't necessarily

like using them.

Consider the case of Juanita, a 55 year old widow who takes care
of several acres with help from a few people. During the harvest,
Juanita walks an hour uphill to her farm every day. Like most
women, she does not attend the community meetings, where men
discuss these problems. She is too busy taking care of her farm
and her grandchildren.

A positive change is that there are several model farms in
Honduras, where the farmers are using organic (natural)
fertilisers and pesticides. They receive training in how to grow

and process coffee safely, and how to grow other important
plants and trees in their coffee farms to help improve the wildlife. They work as educators in their
communities. It's a small start!

3. After reading the article above, complete the tasks below:
a) Create a table and write benefits and negatives on either side.
b) Summaries the info into your table.

c) Create a key and categories the information you have added into social, economic and
environmental.

Challenge: Do you think the benefits out way the challengers. Explain your decision by writing a
paragraph in your book.




